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OBITUARY 

IRA JOHN LA RIVERS, II, 1915-1977 

Dr. Ira John La Rivers, 62, former Director of the Museum of Biology 
and Professor of Biology at the University of Nevada-Reno, died suddenly 
on the morning of October 11, 1977, after a short illness. The end came only 
a few days after his retirement. Dr. La Rivers is survived by his mother 
Yvonne of Reno, his widow Marian of Verdi and a son Ira III of Reno. 



Dr. Ira John La Rivers, II taking notes during a field trip to southern Nevada in 1973. 


Dr. La Rivers was born in San Francisco, California May 1, 1915. He was 
the only son of Ira La Rivers of Canada and Yvonne Groulx of Bouchette, 
Quebec, Canada. He was brought to Nevada by his mother in 1918 to avoid 
the flu epidemic that was raging in San Francisco at that time. La Rivers 
spent his early youth in the many mining camps and ranches of western 
Nevada where he acquired a sturdy self-reliance and love of the out-of- 
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doors which stayed with him through his long and active career of exploring 
the Great Basin. He graduated from Reno City schools and received his 
B.S. degree in zoology from the University of Nevada in 1937. 

In the summer of 1937 La Rivers collected plant specimens for the “Indian 
Medicine Project” and insects in Clark and Lincoln Counties, Nevada; 
mainly in the area that was to become the Nevada Atomic Test Site, and 
in 1938 he collected plants in the Walker Lake, Nevada, area with Dr. 
William Andrew Archer. La Rivers’ first scientific paper was published 
while he was a graduate student at North Carolina State College in Raleigh 
in 1938. This paper was on Cysteodemus (Coleoptera: Meloidae) collected 
in 1937 and was published in the Pan-Pacific Entomologist (as a member of 
the Pacific Coast Entomological Society, a membership he maintained for 
some 36 years). 

From 1939 to 1942, La Rivers undertook biological collecting throughout 
Nevada. His collections included not only insects but fishes, amphibians, 
reptiles, mosses, algae and other invertebrates. In 1939 he worked on Mor- 
man Cricket control for the Nevada State Department of Agriculture in 
northern Nevada. After that project La Rivers worked briefly in southern 
California on peach mosaic control for the Federal Government, as quar¬ 
antine officer at Yermo for the State of California and entomologist at the 
University of Nevada, until he entered the United States Navy. During this 
time La Rivers published numerous papers, mainly on Nevada dragonflies 
(Odonata) and the Mormon Cricket ( Anabrus simplex ); he was president of 
the Nevada Audubon Society and helped found the Nevada Academy of 
Natural Sciences. 

While in the Navy (1942-1946) La Rivers rose from seaman to ensign in 
the Hospital Corps. During this time he published on natural controls for the 
Morman Cricket, on the genera Trogloderus and Eleodes (Coleoptera: Te- 
nebrionidae), on Strictiella pulla (Hymenoptera: Sphecidae), Nevada am¬ 
phibian and reptile records and the nesting mortality of the Brewer’s Black¬ 
bird. During his tour of duty in the South Pacific, La Rivers collected 
numerous marine invertebrates and insects which form the main portion of 
the invertebrate collection of the University of Nevada-Reno. 

In 1946 La Rivers enrolled as a graduate student at the University of 
California at Berkeley, where he received his Ph.D. in Entomology in 1948. 
His thesis, under the direction of Dr. Robert L. Usinger. was a revision of 
the genus Ambrysus (Hemiptera: Naucoridae) in the United States. In 1948 
he spent 4 months collecting in Baja California under the auspices of the 
University of California Associates in Tropical Biogeography. Following his 
graduation, La Rivers joined the staff of the Biology Department, University 
of Nevada-Reno as an assistant Professor, where he remained until his 
retirement as Professor in 1977. 

In the years between 1948 and 1977, La Rivers continued his work on the 
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flora and fauna of the Great Basin as well as his interest in the Naucoridae 
of the world, taking time out in 1950 to serve as an ecologist to the Pacific 
Science Board of the National Science Council on Arno Atoll. La Rivers 
published numerous papers on Nevada Dryopidae, Naucoridae, Dytiscidae, 
Tenebrionidae, Hydrophilidae and Formicidae. In addition he published 
checklists of Nevada fishes and algae, both of which he later developed into 
large monographs; Fishes and Fisheries of Nevada in 1962 and the Algae 
of the Western Great Basin which has just been published. La Rivers also 
published on fossil insects (Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae and Coleoptera: Cur- 
culionidae), fossil fishes and fossil frogs from Nevada. 

Dr. La Rivers’ graduate work with Dr. Usinger developed into along and 
lasting friendship and during the 1960’s they planned a joint program of 
research on the family Naucoridae. During this joint venture it was found 
necessary to undertake a study of the Naucoridae of New Guinea, however, 
the untimely death of Dr. Usinger in 1968 left the project for Dr. La Rivers 
to complete. In 1971 La Rivers published Studies in Naucoridae, which 
included the Naucoridae of New Guinea. This was followed in 1974 and 
1976 by two supplements to this study. 

The scope and nature of La Rivers’ scientific work is reflected in his 
bibliography that will be published separately by Dr. Paul Arnaud and 
Thomas Lugaski. This does not show his deep interest in the history of the 
Great Basin, his love for art, music or poetry, or his various artistic com¬ 
positions along these lines published under the name John Grew. Of his 
manifold accomplishments and interests, emphasis should most appropri¬ 
ately be placed upon his gifts as a teacher of science to students, specialists 
and non-specialists alike; on his contributions towards the understanding of 
the biology and paleontology of the flora and fauna of the Great Basin and 
on an improved understanding of the taxonomy of the family Naucoridae 
of the world. La Rivers believed that field work, an area often neglected in 
“modern” science, was the only true way to study life and natural phenom¬ 
ena. This belief along with careful and exacting collections, measurements 
and descriptions would lead him and his students to many important sci¬ 
entific discoveries. The graduate students of the Biology Department, Uni¬ 
versity of Nevada-Reno in recognition of Dr. La Rivers’ work and dedi¬ 
cation to field research in general and the Great Basin in particular have 
established the Dr. Ira La Rivers Memorial Fund under the university’s 
Scholarship and Prizes Board. This scholarship will be administered and 
awarded by the Biology Department graduate students as funds permit. 

During his career, Dr. La Rivers served as consultant to the National 
Lexicographic Board, the Winston Encyclopedia, the Handbook of Biolog¬ 
ical Data, the Parent’s Magazine Encyclopedia, the Reinhold Encyclopedia 
of Biology, the City of San Francisco, the Desert Research Institute and the 
Western Analytical Biogeographers, Inc. La Rivers held membership in 
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numerous scientific and technical organizations including the: Entomologi¬ 
cal Society of America, Entomological Society of Washington, Coleopter- 
ists’ Society, Western Society of Naturalists, California Academy of Sci¬ 
ences, Society of Systematic Zoology, Society of Vertebrate Paleontology, 
American Malacological Union and the Pacific Coast Entomological Soci¬ 
ety. In 1962 Dr. La Rivers organized and incorporated the Biological Society 
of Nevada for the purpose of dissemination of biological information through 
the publishing of occasional papers and memoirs devoted to biology. 

Dr. La Rivers’ collection of the family Naucoridae has been donated to 
the California Academy of Sciences and his personal collection of Nevada 
insects has been donated to the Nevada State Department of Agriculture at 
Reno. 

Thomas P. Lugaski, P.O. Box 18219, Steamboat, Nevada 89511 . 


LITERATURE NOTICE 

The following publications have recently appeared in the California De¬ 
partment of Food and Agriculture series of “Special Publications,” and are 
available free from the Insect Taxonomy Laboratory, California Department 
of Food and Agriculture, 1220 N St., Sacramento, CA 95814. 

Papp, C. S.: Checklist of the Tenebrionidae of America, North of the Pan¬ 
ama Canal. A reprint of the 1961 edition, 88 pp. (1978). 

Papp, C. S.: Catalog of the genus Conotrachelus with references to the 
literature and deposition of type material. 84 pp., and 8 plates (1978). 
Papp, C. S.: Publications of Carl Fiedler on Curculionidae. 8 pp. (1979). 



